
Week 20 - Friday, February 3rd, 2023

What’s Happening @ EMPS!

Student Newspaper - First edition!!!
We are pleased to share with you our first edition of the EMPS student newspaper.  Please find the
full paper attached to this communication.  Our group of writers, editors and teacher mentors met
regularly to discuss and create content that communicates the pulse of the school from September to
January.  Felicitations!

Intermediate Speech Competition - Thursday,
February 2nd - Congratulations to all of our
presenters

Coming up this week:

February

8 Grades 4 - 8 Assembly - Dwayne Morgan
Our kick-off event for our Black History Month Celebrations

10 Grades 5 - 8 International Day for Women and Girls in Science - online STEM presentation

13 Grade 5s to Ripley’s Aquarium
Grade 7 - 8 Skills Ontario Presentation

15 Grade 6 Scientists in the School

16 Grade 6 Scientists in the School
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What else is happening at EMPS?
Our students keep very busy at lunch and recess and during class time, of course!  We have many
extra-curricular activities ongoing at various times throughout the week.  Here is a glimpse of what’s
on, shared in our Announcements this week:

Every Student Counts Survey - Public Survey Consultation

York Region District School Board will be conducting the Every Student Counts
Survey with students in Grades K-12 from April 24, 2023 - May 12, 2023. As part of
the survey development, we are asking families to review our draft surveys and
provide their feedback.

Student and family feedback is critical to the survey development process and helps
to ensure that the survey is an accurate reflection of our school communities. Responses made
through the feedback form are voluntary, confidential and anonymous.

The feedback form will be available from February 3, 2023 - February 10, 2023.

To learn more, please visit www.yrdsb.ca/escs
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Celebrating Black Excellence in YRDSB:

As a continuation of our Celebrating Black
Excellence campaign, YRDSB will be celebrating
Black History Month with the Celebrating Black
Excellence - Black Voices project.

Celebrating Black Excellence - Black Voices aims to centre and celebrate the Black members of our
YRDSB community and share their voices. This Black History Month campaign asks students, staff
and families who identify as Black to consider submitting a short video of themselves answering one
or more of the following prompts:

● I am proud to be Black because..
● It’s important to me that I see my identity affirmed at school/work because…
● What I need at school/work is…
● People need to know that…
● I love myself because…
● I am magic because…
● Do you have a story to tell? Let us know what it is.
● If these prompts don’t resonate with you, please feel free to answer a prompt or question of

your own making.

These videos will be shared as Reels on the @yrdsb.schools Instagram account throughout the month
of February, and may be featured on the Black Excellence webpage or in a YRDSB video.

Submissions from students and staff can be made through an internal form. If your child is interested
in making a submission, please ask them to contact a staff member or principal at their school for
details.

Community members who are interested in making a submission can do so through our public
submission form which is available on the Celebrating Black Excellence webpage.

Please join us for our School Council Meetings!
Our meetings are hosted in the library from 7:00 p.m.  For families who
cannot join us face-to-face, a virtual meet link is  shared on the day of
the event.  Our meetings for the remainder of the year are on the
following days: March 23rd, May 4th
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Escape Room Night @ EMPS! - Thursday, February 16th, 2023

Tickets now available for purchase on School
Cash Online! Advance purchases only.  Sales
close February 10th.

IMPORTANT: How to place your order on
School Cash online.

In School Cash online, you will see 24 options
for ‘Escape Room: Feb 16’.

First:  Use the account for your OLDEST child.
You are making your selection(s) under only
ONE account.

Next: Find the option you’d like.  Each option
includes:

● Theme (Dungeon escape, Super spy
decoders, Defeat the dragon)

● Room 1 or 2 (there are 2 rooms playing
the same theme)

● The time you’d like to play (5:00, 5:30,
6:00, 6:30)

Then: Select the number of tickets you’d like.
Each room has tickets for up to 6 players.
Each ticket is $5.00.

Note:  If you are bringing fewer than 6 players, there may be other players in your room.  For
example, if you purchase 4 of 6 tickets in a selection and another group purchases the other 2 tickets,
the two groups will play the room together. If you wish to have the room for your group only,
consider purchasing all 6 tickets for that option.

Here is an example of a selection you might see in School Cash online:

Escape Room:  Feb 16 - Super Spy Decoders Theme 2 (Room 2) - 6:30 p.m. Max 6 players

There will also be Popcorn and Water combos available for advance purchase for this event. This is
what the selection will look like in School Cash online: Family Fun Night - Escape Rooms - Snack Sales

To help with the distribution of tickets - PLEASE ONLY MAKE PURCHASES FOR THIS EVENT
UNDER THE ACCOUNT OF ONE CHILD  at the school - YOUR OLDEST CHILD .
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Upcoming School Council events - SAVE the DATE!!!
NEW DATE FOR THE Winter Fair
Thursday, March 9th, 2023
Stay tuned for details!

YRDSB - Centre for Black Excellence
● February Newsletter linked here
● Black History Month events:

Live registration links to the above events are listed below:
Family Cook out
Virtual Storytime
Black Excellence Program Master Class
In Conversation with MARKTD
Black Excellence Program - Elementary
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https://www2.yrdsb.ca/node/3542
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSca4fqdAQdskCG5PdFolza3C_rZbcYVXkOP5ekYkyGrDR4HcQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfOxYKcJj_5I-SoQR4-nnqE-vAp69xGiQY_XnNso3MDuVym5g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScO5qjqtFI8jXOZcrrKSrmXo-8CERKRHzi8NfLi6GJ38qbePg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeRvJVz7ytAw73V-ShA5WWkwLhUAGmkKy--SDzYaSVCJ9Fdew/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9bqPgRdzlQxFNp09gSJpH3zYClfJj2qsyRw_A7UhAqj1sBw/viewform
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Go-Girls - Free Virtual Evening Programs for female identified youth
The Big Brothers Big Sisters of York Region Sessions in February and March
➢ Facilitated by trained female volunteer mentors aged 18+.
➢ Fun and interactive discussions and activities from the comfort of your home
➢ The program promotes physical activity, balanced eating, self-confidence and stress
management.

● Dates and times of the two sessions in February 2023: (Two different age groups)
● Virtual Go Girls! (Age 10-14) on Fridays 6:00-7:00 pm:

○ First Session: Friday, February 3 from 6:00-7:00 pm
● Virtual Little Go Girls! (Age 7-9) on Mondays 6:00-7:00 pm:

○ First Session: Monday, February 6 from 6:00-7:00 pm
➢ Delivered once a week during the evening for six to seven weeks. Register Here
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MESSAGES FROM THE OFFICE

Do you need to pick your child up before the end of the school day?
Here are a few tips and guidelines to remember:

● Pick up during instructional time:
○ Your child will remain in class until you arrive
○ When you arrive, please buzz the front door and the office staff will call your child
○ Allow yourself wait time

● Recess or Lunch
○ Students are outside from 10:40 - 10:55 and 12:55 - 1:35
○ Arrive before or after these times if picking up your child

● Between 3:00 - 3:15 p.m.
○ The office will not be calling students out of class at this time; you will need to wait
○ Pull up into the Kiss’n’Ride and your child will come out to you at 3:15

Bus Loop- NO ENTRY!!!
We continue to have parents/guardians driving into the bus loop at
prohibited times.  The first and most important priority for the use of this
area is for the arrival and departure of school buses and the disembarking
and loading of our students, your children, onto the buses at arrival and
dismissal.
Vehicles WILL NOT enter the bus loop:

● When there is a bus present in the loop at any time
● Between 8:20 - 9:00 a.m.
● Between 3:00 - 3:45 p.m.

If you are driving your child to school, use the Kiss n Ride entry on Rota
avenue.  DO NOT use the bus lane.

Our staff on duty in the morning and the afternoon have made many attempts to redirect vehicles
from the bus loop during this time.  Unfortunately, they have  been met with disrespectful responses.
This tone sets a negative example for our students, your children. We expect your cooperation and
understanding.  Thank you.

On the Horizon….

February:
16 - School Council Family Fun Night - Escape Room
20 - Family Day - School Closed
21 - Women in STEM presentation
22 -Pink Shirt Day

9



Week 20 - Friday, February 3rd, 2023

Wishing all of our families a happy weekend!

Eugenia Korinis Omari White
Principal Vice-Principal
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